
 

 

Cat Scratchings 

June 17, 2007

Hello, 
 
If you're running out of ideas for mystery books to read, a good source can be found at 
The Rap Sheet, a great blog by J. Kingston Pierce -- who used to do a column by the 
same name in the online January Magazine.  In celebration of the blog's first anniversary, 
Pierce invited scores of mystery community notables to send in their top " unjustly 
overlooked, criminally forgotten, or underappreciated over the years."   The list is a good 
one and quite long and is on the site in several blog entries.  Your TBR (to-be-read) pile 
just may grow by the proverbial leaps and bounds.  
 
If, after reading The Rap Sheet, you still want recommendations for reading, there are 
several more places to look.  Two books from Jim Huang's publishing company, Crum 
Creek Press, have given me lots of ideas about books to find and read.  100 Great 
Mysteries of the Century (Crum Creek Press, trade paperback, $12) is a list compiled 
by the Independent Mystery Booksellers Association (IMBA).  The book's list of 100 is 
broken into 10 books per decade of the nineteenth century.  A similar book is They Died 
in Vain: Overlooked, Underappreciated and Forgotten Mystery Novels (Crum 
Creek Press, trade paperback, $13).  
 
Recently Jim added an interesting book called Mystery Muses: 100 Classics That 
Inspire Today's Mystery Writers (Crum Creek Press, trade paperback, $15).  I've 
really enjoyed that one and have been surprised at some of the earlier authors who have 
been muses for current authors.
 
When searching for a new author to read, don't forget about the list of Killer Books  put 
together by by IMBA (Independent Mystery Booksellers Association) each month.  This is 
a list of current books that we feel need more exposure.
 
As I've mentioned in other newsletters, I asked authors to give me information on their 
new books so that I could add it to the newsletter to give you even more selections for 
reading.  I was amazed at the response.  Most of the book entries this time are from 
those authors.
 
I'd like to repeat the request I made to the Science Fiction/Fantasy subscribers a few 
issues ago -- please send me information on books that you would recommend to other 
readers.  You don't have to write a fancy review -- just tell a little about the book and why 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=f5eelacab.0.7hmpgbcab.vbjshpbab.1&ts=S0255&p=http%3A%2F%2Ftherapsheet.blogspot.com%2F2007%2F05%2Fyoure-still-one-part-1.html
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=f5eelacab.0.46ycqzbab.vbjshpbab.1&ts=S0255&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.killerbooks.org%2F
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=f5eelacab.0.rpetgbcab.vbjshpbab.1&ts=S0255&p=http%3A%2F%2Fjanuarymagazine.com%2F


you think other readers would like it.
 
If you see any books that you'd like to buy, order through our shopping cart or drop us a 
line.  More detailed instructions for ordering are at the end of this issue.
 
Deb

 

Magic, Spells & Illusions, Inc.

Damsel Under Stress 
by Shanna Swendson 
(Ballentine Books, trade paperback,  $12.95)
 

First there was Enchanted, Inc. (Ballentine books, trade paperback, $12.95) -- then 
came Once Upon Stilettos (Ballentine books, trade paperback, $13.95).  Now Katie 
Chandler is back -- and Owen Palmer, the dreamboat wizard at Magic, Spells, and 
Illusions, Inc., has conjured up the courage to get her under the mistletoe at the office 
holiday party.  Everything is going well -- or is it?  It seems that whether she wants one or 
not, Katie now has a fairy godmother, Ethelinda, who is unfortunately quite inept.  And to 
add to the confusion, SI's rogue ex-employees, Idris and his evil fairy gal pal Ari, threaten 
to expose the company's secrets-and the very existence of magic itself.  
 
I love this series.  
 
Check out Shanna Swendson's home page

Who did what?

Murder...Suicide...Whatever... 
by Gwen Freeman 
(Capital Crime Press,trade paperback, $14.95) 
 
I love the title -- and really enjoyed the book.      Gwen sent us this information:    
 
"I wrote Murder...Suicide...Whatever...to entice 20 and 30-somethings to the comfort of 
the cozy, the fun of the "fair play" mystery, the lure of the locked-door puzzle.  
 
Fifi Cutter is a young woman, the biracial daughter of an charismatic, ambitious father 
and a cold, self-absorbed mother. She has recently been fired from a boring, but safe,  job 
as an insurance adjustor. Working well with others is not one of the tools in Fifi's skill 
set. The action begins with the arrival in L.A. of Fifi's half brother, Bosco, a charming 
wastrel, intent on mooching. Against her better judgment, Bosco involves Fifi in the 
mysterious death of Ted Heffernan, insurance broker to the stars. (That would be porn 
stars.) The circle of suspects include Ted's partners, his soon-to-be-ex wife, his mistress. 
And his other mistress. 
 
The dialogue is snappy--Fifi and Bosco are the Inspector Queen and Ellery of the eye brow 
piercing crowd. But I hope all traditional mystery lovers can enjoy the book. I firmly 
believe that the more the world darkens, the more we need the laughs. "
 

Gwen Freeman's home page 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=f5eelacab.0.9petgbcab.vbjshpbab.1&ts=S0255&p=http%3A%2F%2Fgwenfreeman.com%2F
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Bartending can be hazardous....

Death at the Old Hotel 
by Con Lehane
(St. Martin's Minotaur, hardcover, $24.95)
 
Con Lehane's Bartender Mysteries are doing well -- the first two in the series are   Beware   
the Solitary Drinker   (  Poisoned Pen Press,hardcover, $24.95  ) and   What Goes Around,   
Comes Around   (  St. Martin's Minotaur, hardcover,     $23.95  ).      When I asked for information   
about the new book, Con sent me the following:

"As per your request on Dorothy L, here's a description of my new book, out June 12 from 
Thomas Dunne Books/St. Martin's Minotaur. It's title: Death at the Old Hotel, a Bartender 
Brian McNulty Mystery.

In this third installment of the series that features the brave, perhaps foolhardy, but 
definitely likable bartender Brian McNulty, Christmas festivities are marred by murder. 
Brian's buddy sets his eye on one of the luscious waitresses at work. But when it turns out 
she's married to a cop with a mean temper, an unnecessary distraction turns to murder. 
Next their nasty boss is killed, and it falls to Brian to solve the murder before he ends up 
behind bars in more ways than one.

The question why a bartender as sleuth has many answers. McNulty came about as a kind 
of composite of bartenders I'd known over the years -- especially in New York. There was 
a kind of bartender's code and New York working class sensibility around the people I 
knew when I was working the stick that I thought it would be great to try to capture. 
Then there's this intangible thing that led me to want to write novels and stories in the 
first place. I still don't know what it is, but it's the same drive for me whether it's to write 
"serious" literature or crime fiction. Crime fiction is serious literature to me. The idea of 
mystery writing came about when I realized I could do all that I wanted to do as a writer 
and take a shot at being entertaining at the same time. The series allows me to write on 
big canvas, so to speak, but to do it in bite-sized pieces."

Thanks.

Con Lehane

www.conlehane.com 

 
Going to the dogs.......

The Bodyguard and the Show Dog 
by Christy Tillery French 
(Belher Publications, trade paperback, $15.95)
 

I have to admit that a mystery with a dog catches my eye every time.      Christy piqued my   
curiosity further with the following comments....

http://eaui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/www.conlehane.com


 
"The Bodyguard and the Show Dog, Book 2 of the Bodyguard Series is recipient of the 
CataNetwork 2006 Single Titles Reviewers' Choice Award and finalist in the Dog Writers 
Association of America 2006 Writing Competition (Book: Fiction). Professional reviewers 
are comparing this series to Janet Evanovich's Stephanie Plum series.
 
I am a volunteer with Wolf Creek Weimaraner Rescue and my Bodyguard series features a 
rescued Weimaraner named Brutus and black cat named Cat. As a dog lover, I thought it 
would be fun to pair a young, female bodyguard with an obnoxious show dog whose life 
has been threatened.  
 

Protection specialist Natasha Chamberlain is a bit disappointed her official job as a 
bodyguard is to protect a champion Pug named Chumley. But Chumley's life has been 
threatened if he participates in an upcoming dog show and Natasha can't resist the 
chance to unofficially investigate who could be threatening the Pug. Although Natasha 
thinks there shouldn't be much danger guarding a show dog, after she ends up in the 
emergency room several times, tangles with a criminal biker, is beaten up by a state 
employee and faces off with an animal abuser, she changes her mind." 

Christy
 
Find out more about Christy Tillery French 

Mystery set at an oil refinery.....

Unreasonable Risk 
by Karen Hall
(Archebooks, hardcover,  $27.95)
 
A mystery set in an oil refinery -- a very different and interesting setting.      Here are   
Karen's comments about the book and the     setting:  

"I published my first mystery/thriller, Unreasonable Risk (hardcover, $27.99), with 
ArcheBooks Publishing in August 2006.  What sets it apart from other books is its 
remarkably unique setting -- in a Minnesota oil refinery.  Unreasonable Risk features 
a strong female protagonist, Hannah Morrison, a young environmental engineer 
working in what has long been a man's world.  When an explosion rocks the refinery, 
she discovers evidence that the incident was deliberately caused.  In a place where 
nearly everything is either flammable or -- worse -- explosive, the prospect of a 
saboteur is terrifying.  Hannah is determined to discover who's doing the dirty work 
before the surrounding neighborhood is poisoned and people all over Minneapolis/St. 
Paul begin to die.  

I'm an environmental engineer myself, and several years ago, while I was working at a 
refinery, a kid coming home from a bar in the middle of the afternoon decided he 
wanted to see what the inside of a refinery looked like.  He crashed through the main 
gate and led the security force on a crazy chase for nearly an hour before he was 
caught.  That incident made me consider the issue of personal safety, which, since 
9/11, is something many of us think about.

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=f5eelacab.0.8petgbcab.vbjshpbab.1&ts=S0255&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.authorsden.com%2Fchristytfrench


Lots of us live near, work near or even drive past industrial facilities every day, but few 
of us understand the risks we take when we do.  While the people who work in those 
facilities are skilled at keeping things safe on a day to day basis, how easy would it be 
for an insider -- or a determined outsider -- to cause significant death and 
destruction?  The answer, I think, will surprise you. 

Mystery, music and magic.........

 
Time travel -- magic -- music -- subjects that lure me into books.      Marianne sent this   
information about her two new books: 
 
A Find Through Time
by Marianne Petit 
(PublishAmerica, trade paperback, $12.95)

"A sense of mystery, magic and perfectly placed characters, the mystical quality of A Find 
Through Time lingers in your mind long after you've read the last word." Astrid Kinn: 
Romance Reviews Today
 
Across the sweeping plains of Montana, back to the Battle of the Little Big Horn, comes a heartfelt story 
of self-discovery, reclaimed heritage and eternal love.
 
Connected by love...destined by fate, forensic artist Gabrielle Camden immerses herself in sculpting the 
face of a young Native American woman whose parallel life takes her on an incredible journey back in 
time to Custer's Last Stand. The path leads her deep into the heart of the Sioux Nation and into the 
arms of a Lakota warrior named Two Moons. But before she can give her love to one man, she must lose 
the love of another....
 
News reporter Roy Prescott knows there's a story just itching to be told surrounding Ms. Camden's 
latest project. But before he can soothe her skeptical heart and unveil her secret, she disappears without 
a trace leaving him to search for her in the most unlikely place ---his past.
 
Visit my website to read more"
 
The Glass Armonica
by Marianne Petit 
(PublishAmerica, hardcover, $24.95)

"Elizabeth Rose believes her greatest fear has come true; the villagers think she is bewitched and the 
music from her glass armonica can wake the dead. Thrust into a strange household with a man she 
fears, and tormented by the presence of his dead wife, will her secret past get her tossed penniless onto 
the streets?
 
Lord Philip Ablington is celibate. Madness runs in his family. Long devoted to his wife's memory, when 
the enchanting Elizabeth disrupts his orderly household he is torn between feelings of betrayal and the 
new awakening of his desires.
 
When Elizabeth is faced with murder charges, she makes a devastating decision, destroying any chance 
for happiness and Philip is forced to rethink his life's ambition for revenge and celibacy.
 
A note about the glass armonica instrument:
 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=f5eelacab.0.7petgbcab.vbjshpbab.1&ts=S0255&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mariannepetitbooks.com%2F


Some people believed that the sharp, penetrating tone of the glass armonica, an instrument created by 
Ben Franklin, "ran like a spark through the entire nervous system, forcibly shaking it up and causing 
nervous disorders."  Some believed it woke the dead and drove people mad.
 
In 1788 people were warned that: 'If you have been upset by harmful novels, false friends, or perhaps a 
deceiving girl, then abstain from playing the armonica, for it will upset you even more.'
 
Some armonica players did become ill. It was believed that the lead from the crystal bowls, some which 
were painted with different colors, was absorbed into the musician's fingers; however, there is no proof 
of this.
 
When I heard the sound of the glass armonica and learned of its mystical elements, I couldn't help but 
write about this amazing instrument.
 
If you'd like to play the armonica and find out more about the book, visit my website."
 

Thriller and police procedural all in one book.....

Cut to the Bone 
by Shane Gericke
(Pinnacle, paperback, $6.99)
 
A new book from a relatively new author who sent this information: 

"Shane Gericke follows his national bestselling debut, Blown Away (Pinnacle, paperback, 
$6.99), with a serial-killer-meets-the-electric-chair thriller called Cut to the Bone. It's 
the second in a series starring police detectives Emily Thompson and Martin Benedetti, 
and draws the highest praise from such New York Times bestsellers as Lee Child, John J. 
Nance, Douglas Preston, and Gayle Lynds, who enthuses, "Shane Gericke writes with the 
clear eye of hard-nosed reporter and the sweet soul of an artist. His power is visceral and 
unforgettable. 
 
A steel-eyed killing machine known as the Executioner loves to draw sharp blades across 
innocent throats. A dozen souls are gone, yet the monster wants more. Police detectives 
Martin Benedetti and Emily Thompson have just seven days to hunt and destroy him 
before he slices apart his next victims: Marty and Emily.
 

I loved writing this book because it's the ultimate expression of good and evil.   Brave 
cops who face a horrible death, a sinister killer wanting to inflict it, all eyes on the 
upcoming electrocution. Plus, good cop jokes!" 

 With warmest regards to your readers, 
Shane Gericke
 
Visit Shane's website

Mystery and Science Fiction

 
Caro Soles sent us information on two new books:
 
Drag Queen in the Court of Death (Mystery) 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=f5eelacab.0.bqetgbcab.vbjshpbab.1&ts=S0255&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.shanegericke.com%2F
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by Caro Soles 
(Harrington Park, trade paperback, $16.95)
 

"Was his ex-lover really a twisted killer?

While cleaning out his dead ex-lover Ronnie's apartment, staid history professor Michael 
Dunn-Barten makes a grisly discovery -- a mummified corpse in a trunk. Suddenly 
Michael must travel back 25 years to find answers by revisiting everybody who knew 
Ronnie. Back to the 1960s, back to the realization of his sexuality and the boy he loved. 
Back to the troubling time when his wife threw him out and his family disowned him. Back 
to uncover disturbing answers amidst drag queens and murky memoriesand to reveal 
whether or not his first real love was truly a twisted killer. Drag Queen in the Court of 
Death is a taut thriller about a man who needs to face his past in order to forge a future. 
He must unravel a mystery that's a quarter century oldno matter how painful the truth 
may be. 

Noted author Caro Soles presents a compelling, entertaining mystery set against the 
flamboyant backdrop of drag queens and the 'court' system of drag circles.

Drag Queen in the Court of Death is a tense mystery that will haunt you long after the last 
page is read."

The Danger Dance (SF)
by Caro Soles 
(Positronic Harrington Park, trade paperback, $16.95)

 "Life and death action and intrigue aboard a military space vessel!

Two members of the Merculian National Dance Company are ordered by the dreaded 
Praetan to leave their tranquil existence to go undercover aboard the starship Wellington 
to discover who is passing secrets about fleet movements and weaponry to the enemies in 
the Troia. Lovers Orosin At'hali Benvolini and Eulio Chazin Adelantis, both more dedicated 
to the arts than the military, are thrust into an unexpected world of espionage and danger. 
The Danger Dance is a futuristic space adventure with enough swashbuckling action and 
intrigue to keep even the most jaded sci-fi addict enthralled.

The Danger Dance is noted author Caro Soles' taut follow-up to The Abulon Dance, the 
first book about the pleasure-loving Merculians.

In their search for the traitor, the resourceful Beny and Eulio find themselves in a dance 
with danger beyond their wildest fears. The Danger Dance is memorable sci-fi 
entertainment for the discerning fan."
 
Find more about Caro Soles here.

Article Headline

Organize Your Corpses 
by Mary Jane Maffini 
(Berkley Prime Crime, paperback, $6.99) 

  
This is the first in Mary Jane's new series.      She sent the following information about it:  

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=f5eelacab.0.eqetgbcab.vbjshpbab.1&ts=S0255&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.carosoles.com%2F


 
"When thirty-year-old Charlotte Adams returns home to set up her personal organizing 
business in the historic town of Woodbridge, New York, she's expecting to find clients who 
need professional help sorting out their clutter, collections and just plain junk. She's 
expecting to reconnect with her old school friends, the lovable misfits: Sally, Margaret and 
Jack. She's expecting that her two rescued miniature dachshunds will help her forget her 
lying, cheating ex-fiance and the square-cut diamond she's just tossed into the Hudson. 
She's not expecting to find her first client dead in the debris of a historic home. Not even 
a little bit. The death of the tyrannical retired teacher Helen "Hellfire" Henley makes the 
news in a big way. That's got to be bad for business. Naturally things get worse when the 
police find Charlotte's pen under the body. This is particularly tricky since Charlotte's 
former friend and current nemesis, Sgt. Pepper Monahan is in charge of the investigation. 
Try organizing your way out of that, lady. The first of three Charlotte Adams mysteries, 
Organize Your Corpses was out in May 2007 from Berkley Prime Crime. It will be 
followed by Toying With Death in May 2008."

This and That:

 
Here are a couple of snippets about other new books from their authors:
 

• Frankie Y. Bailey's   new book, You Should Have Died on Monday (Overmountain 
Press, paperback, $9.95), is the fourth in her Lizzie Stuart mystery series. She 
says: "Lizzie goes in search of her mother, Becca, and finds herself dealing with her 
mother's past as she tracks her from Chicago to Wilmington, North Carolina, and 
finally to pre-Katrina New Orleans. Along the way, Lizzie ponders the question of 
"nature v. nurture" when she discovers that her mother was just a little bit wicked. 
The novel is blues-themed.  In fact, I wrote the lyrics for the title song. The 
historical context for the story is Chicago in 1969, where a mobster and a Black 
Panther ware murdered -- and Becca was involved with both men. Lizzie is 
romantically involved with a cop named John Quinn. In this book, she is trying to 
decide what to do about their relationship". 

• Natalie M. Roberts   writes: "My first cozy mystery, Tutu Deadly (Berkley, 
paperback, $6.99), a Jenny T. Partridge Dance Mystery, came out April 3, from 
Berkley Prime Crime. Jenny is the dance teacher who puts criminals behind 
'barres'."   "Blending the humor of Janet Evanovich with chick-lit quirkiness, 
Roberts adds sassy prose and a spunky heroine to create a new series to watch."--
Library Journal

Reminders

 
Ordering  

Go to our newsletter page to order any of the books in this newsletter.  If you want to 
order books from prior newsletters, they are available under NEW BOOKS on the 
Inventory page.   
 
For your first selection, click on the "Add to Cart" button in the book information and a 
PayPal shopping cart will be built for you and will be displayed in a new window.  If this is 
an addition to the cart, clicking the button will add it and change the total amount.  You 
can return to the Aliens and Alibis site by clicking on "Continue Shopping".  You can also 

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=f5eelacab.0.kqetgbcab.vbjshpbab.1&ts=S0255&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aliensandalibis.com%2Finventory.htm
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delete items from the cart.
 
You can use PayPal to pay for the order.  PayPal is fast and safe -- all you need is a credit 
card or a checking account.  You don't even have to create a PayPal membership. 
 
OR -- you can send us an email listing the books you would like to purchase and we'll 
contact you for payment arrangements.
 
Newsletter Format 
 
If you are receiving the newsletter in text format and would like to receive it in HTML or 
receiving in HTML and want text, please let us know so that we can change it for you.  
 
See you again soon with more book information.  Thanks for reading our newsletters.
 
Deb and Gary

Aliens & Alibis Books
803.588.9378
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